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Interviewecl by Wm,Wakeham and Richard Rathbwl., 

September 6, 1894. 

-- I have been Pishine for  20 years right 

.t.IL""J along. I have always l i v &  here. This is 

aboiit 65 &ilers f r o m  t h e  entmnce of Georeian 

Bay, G i l l  nets are the principal f'i8krJry 

here. There are no pound net8 here at a l l .  '' 
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There Ilm none between here and Creorgian Bay. 

B e y  have fished pouna nets  &own in SrtbIe 

Bay south of  here. T do not know of any 

pound net8 between here and GoUerich. They 
- _- 

do not fish f y k e  bets here. There is no 

seine f i S h ' h ~ g  here now, but there used t o  be. 3 2  
They used t o  f i s h  seines on the Sable beach 

and catch an inanenae lot of' herring at one 

time, There is no hook erM line ffshing of 

m y  qnanlity. They catch a few l i t t le  her- 
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r ing  abont 6 inchea long in the winter. It 

is very seldom tmt they get m y  trout then. 

They seined here up to  last  year. This fisk 

ing place north of ns rrsed t o  be an Indian 
k 

reservation and the  Government pwt the white8 

off i t  2 years ago, and t he  Indians bought 

all thetr o u t f i t s  mU starved t o  death at i t .  

The, White8 camht a lot of herrlng in the 

fall before that. They have seines since I 

came her6 md before that. Each man had a 

seine and I think 1/4 nile of beach was hi8 

allowance, emd the  beach was about 5 m i l e s  

long. That is from Sable River south for 5 

m i l e s .  They a l ~ o  fished seines OR a couple 

of island8 north of ChlIef 8 Point i n  the 

southern part of the Fishin8 Islands, the 

first fslma goti erne to, whieh they mill 

Whiteffsh Islanil. The bae of the rrelne w a s  

2 inchels 1 think. The ninge would b e  Larger. 

There &re 2 or 3 aizes of the  wings. They 



rill b e  large at the enti and eet smller a8 

they come t o  t he  b a g .  It took 5 or G men t o  

fpr.;Y” 

Pt fished then was stznrly bottom. If seinea 

could be used tip s.bove the! islamls i t  would 
9w 

be 8 m i n t  for 8 pe’rsun, but  it is a l l  rock 

there so they canhot haul then. They fished 

the seines onLv i n - t h e  T a l l  for hmriw. 

They used to fish a littl’s fn the  spring, 

5 - Y  
.1;uJc”w 

but not very muoh. They ronld est herring 

in Eh8 spring and sbme large whitefish. They 

I noulcl not take a r n e r l l  whitefish in the  sprin& 

In the f a l l  they nsed t o  s t a r t  ssinirq in 

September, abotit t h e  middle, and flish 
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through October anU up t o  EJovember. but 

there wrm hot v w y  muah done after Oatober. 

I have hearcl’verp many- complaints of the de- 

seines. bnt I co‘t.rl8‘ not say for myself rhetk 

er they Aid or not. T h e y  woula not eet many I .  

w 



f.;" t rotit i n  the seines. They Vo-Jld get no 

perch, b u t  would me illent al ly  g e t  some pick- 
-- - 

/ erel.  This gear there 82-0 5 tugs fishing 
e4 

ei l l  nets ,  an& there  were 6 t f i e  bieeest part 

of the t i m e ,  and there were 6 or 7 sail 

boats. There are 'Ifidre than tiirt now because 
L h s  

a l o t  came down from the Georgian 8ay. There 

has been 4 come d a m  from the Georgian 3ay, 
F 

here now. 

here then now. 

I came here. They began t o  fish f r o m  here 

about 7 year8 agos and they have gradually 

incre~sed since.  O f  C O U r S e ,  i t  9s the men 

of the  town who fish then. They are owned 

here. The Buffalo Company own8 one of the 

boats this year. 

There hriv"e never been more t7qs 

There were no t?%s here when 

% -  I/ ~ 
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Loeey '& 'SlcCatiley o m  3 

tugs this yew.  They use& to h a v ~  more s a i l  

boats and less  tugs. When I first came here 

there were not a8 many s a i l  boats  88 now, 



but 1 have seen as many 88 20 boats here % 
about 10 or 12 years ago. Sane of the sa i l  

boats dropped off before the t ~ s  came here 
”, 

a . i  because f i s h i n g  eot  poor an8 they would l a s e  ’> money, and the Buffalo Company gat t o  f i s h -  

, %ne here and they nm the poor Pishemen out. $ f f T  We us8 both herring end trout nets in the 

fall. The herring nets are 2 3/4-inoh am3 

they aye 50 mesthe8 deep. W e  have had them 

18 meshes, bnt they are not that now. We 

hare them 8s 1- as 12 or 14 meshes deep. 

The size of the mesh is 5 1/2-inch. 

nets and whitefish nets are different.  The 

mesh in the whitef ish nets  is 4 1/2 and 

4 3/4. They a m  18 m e s h e s  deep. We use the 

trout nets  abont the last of A u p s t .  Do not 

use i t  in the spring. le begin t o  use it 

the last of Augiiet md use it unt i l  we Pin- 

ish np. .e u8e the whitefiah nets in the 

spying as Soon as we start A8 tt P U l s  they 

Trout 



star t  abont the  first of April. They stert 01. 
as soon RS nwvipition is open. 

all? q v i t  the summer f i s h i n g  the last of An- 

They eerier- 
”) 

f i s h , o u t  on the reel‘ right tlim-izgfi the sum- * ,, 

mer. The sa i l  boats as a rule  qtrit  about 7 .  

the l m t  of Aucust, They  Bo not t a k e  the 

whitefish n e t s  lip a@in u n t i l  t h e  next 

9. spring. The her r lnq  nets m e  not vsed much * 
. f /  until t h e * l a s t  of October. They are not  

use& in t h e  spring. We fish them through 

Povemher, The close 8e88m does not apply 

t o  the herring net.s. They will fish herring 1 ‘  

c n e t s  RU. thmach November. The mter 

w q p e  freezes up hers abovt DBcmher 15. There 

ws.” ,.”” has been some fishine done here i n  the  win- 

t e r ,  but not much; that is, tmcior t h e  i ce .  

They c0vl.d not m n k e  it pay, For one reason, 

you CRTI kazdly  ever  r;et i c e  t l in t  j t c s  f i t  t o  



never for nt.litefish O Y  t r o u t .  They lmve set &* 

more t h a n  2 or 3. The tugs 60 not tlse her- 

rfny: n e t s  F t t  all. They me. t h a  whitefish 

n 6 t s  znd some trout ne t s  in ths! fell. 

sail hnnts  fitrtrt 'ir, ~ 5 0 i ~ t  the l a s t  OF A.,zpist 

The 

neta. There  roxld S'e e'5cmt 40 br 50 boats 

up et t h e  i s l a n d s  wirere I -fis!i I n  the  f a U ,  
. PI WK 

but they c m e  from djf'ferort places. There . . .  

noulfl be pmbnbly  6 OF 7 go f r o %  here. The - " .  
I )  

{& Li ' l  

h e r r i n c  fishing is done about the Fishing 

Isla??ds, cnit ixp 8 8  far (18 cepe !-luPc2. we 

tmad t o  be a b l e  to en tch  t h e  fi& insiAe of 



now. The her-rjn? ~3’6 not  on the ins i6e  now 

and you hme to go to t he  open 1&e for them. 

in t h e  l a k e  2 ar 3 miles. Some say t h e  

C E L I S ~  of it is ti.;aF the  water has gone down 

IslanS!s CRU& by any other rime, The her- 

fee t  Epart .  The net is sic deep that ;rot? 

have t o  heve m r e  corks on it thm on the . -  

’ o t h e r  n e t s .  Tho herr jnc n e t s  ere all set on 

the b o t t m ,  Them 3s no particular way of‘ 

~ h o v t  the &p th of the  n e t  .L It i f f  stony bot- 

tom where we fish them, They occns5onallg 

.. I 
&& . *  



inches.  As 2 r2 le  t h e s e  'srr~l1 ohes .:ill in 

beach, m d  we never"C;o out vcr:' far with t h e  

hei-rinc net s. ffo" out. w m e t  ines half a nti le, 

brit" i t  cilepenfis npok? t h e  weather. A.round the 

ber, but now you canhot ce't -th'em in that 

rnontli 'at a l l  tiaritly. We h ~ v 9  never f ished 

the h e w i n e  btt t h e  "!3pr'lne. 

decraamdi, or at least we' do not cRtcii  a6 

m m y  ES w3 nseCi t 6.- T h e y  fT sh for t h e m  jttst 

The herring hare 
- 
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as much as they did when I startea in. They 

mrry b e  just os t h i c k  ;~ i8 the;. used to be, but 

where we hme  t o  t o  ca tch  ttlm WE? mmot 

c eo oxly in f jne  wkktiier. It tisad to h e  80 

we cuuld set in an:; weether, rc1-q$i or smooth, 

when they cptm in the bes t  around the isl- 

anas, and perheps thnt. is‘ the reason 17hy 

there are not su malty ~~xht .  I car* safely 

however. I t h i n k  i t  began t o  ‘fell 20 or 12 1 -  

y e a r s  ago. We used to cntcn  the herring en- 

t i r e l y  behind the islcn?s mcl ‘did T m t  f i s h  

o u t s i A e  at all. rt used t o  b e  deeper  water 

.krt 

where ne used t o  cptck t!i+a fnside ttia isl- 

ands thm it is now. T h z r t  is n chnin of 

s 

i s l a n e s  run Plane Por about 20 miles close 



3 d - o  
11 

a 

... . 

5n it to pay for Weetinf: .‘  The 1arye trout 

ne t s  a3.e ueed‘ rrm’ abcmt t h e  l r i s t  of Augpst 

until 50vem3er.  The ttzg;s’ant? S d l  b m t a  

bot ir fish thein. TIie boats  f i  siiecl t9rJy the 

t r o u t  net6 then, but t h e  lues fS.s’iied both 

for awhile, but quTt then  a f t e r  c R k r t  time. 

A m i l  boat wlll me‘ ~ b o n t  20 n e t s  if there 

are 2 men in a b o a t ,  m A  if there ere 3 men 

she would want akwnt 30. The t71.c~ conerally 
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- er than the t r o u t  riels: The:- rvn f r o m  90 t o  

100 lszids ?.nG th@y ' R F ~  9 f ee t  a p a r t .  A Fo. 
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the  year except in t n e  ft?ll n h e ~  trrsy are 

fishjrrrl; 1 a r p . e ~  r n M i  for t h o  f'eU t r o - i t .  The ' '  

tmut they cstch on the  %ic reef you cannot 

R e t  until an the fill: They Rre FA Uifferent 

kind of f i s h  am3 Ere Smaller and ham3 a b i g  

belly on thm, m d  t h e  othkra SI-5 hard and 

alim. Those trotit n i l 1  mn about 4 pounda. 

They do not %.et gmy mall oneR. T h s  f a l l  

trout are ble; fellows ninninG about 8 and 10 

ponnals. We Cet them in shallow w?tter some- 

timm and in deep w-ter s o m k t i m e s , '  IS or 19 

fathoms. I d o  not know vhen ths tro--?t erpawn. 

I have emy-ttt thgn with  t h e  s y ~ w n  rn3rmfnR 

from theat mont m y  t l m e  af ter  the Isst of Oc- 

tober. X hsve? seen the s p ~ m  in t h e m  pretty 

r ipe  about that. t l m e .  Ancl t h e n  scab you 

w i l l  f i sh  on up to the las t  t h i n g  rnd there 

w i l l  be  s o m e  w j t h  spawn in ftlon& 5x1 Forember. 

I n'evar sew Rpt?wn wnnznc f r e e l y  in October. 

I have taken them with the spawn n i n n t n ~  

/ 
-f 
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% from t h e m  in Fovslliber. That is w h a t  they 

c a l l  the fell trout.  I heve cfiupht emmer 

tpout w i t h  spawn in a l s o  out or. the  bip: reef. 

Y o u  w i l l  optch thm mst. any time w j t h  syam 

with the spPwn ivnrjnp; s o m e t i m e s .  T believe 

'i'hftt wpnld. be in 25 "or '30 fathoms. You w i l l  

cet some with r j p e "  'spawn in t?ie sprinR occa- 

sionally. If i ts  of t - j m e s  ctn tile. roefs when 

I never fish on the 1-eefs a.i'ter t1te last of 

A ~ p s t . .  The t u g s  run out there l a t e r  thnn 

tha t ,  Rut I have heard then s a y  they mught 

thefTl w i t h  spawn fn t i i e f n  at all times. Tmut I 

tire not a s  abnndnnt as they nseil t o  be. 

Tliors h a s  been quite TI Ci8CSeBSe. Y o u  carnot 
/ 
0 

c p t c h  8s nianp now hs you coilld. The nlost 

fa l l ing  off htas been in the shallow water 





t he  t rout  ne ts ,  bu t  only an odd one. The 

OM whitefish grounds were f r o m  18 t o  20 

fathoms of water abont 5 o r  6 milea from 

here and up 198 far as Stokes Bay on the  out- 

side F;rounds, and tip t o  B i g  Island. We do 

not get 1/4 of the whitef ish we nsea t o .  

The best se88on f o r  them used t o  b e  June and 

July. I do not know 8s there  8re any spam- 

inf:  gmunds fhr whitef ish here. There ha8 

been 8 f e w  c a n ~ h t  arouna t he  Fishing Islalds 

i n  the fall, but not many. I do not think 

the  whitef ish run amcrfler i n  size than for- 

merly. When we fished here in November we 

_c 

were not able  t o  do much fishing a8 the 

weather was too rough. I n  the gill nets we 
.. -' 

eot herr ing,  whitef ish and trout. We got no hrlX,:a 

pickerel,. I have caught one pickerel  t h i s  
,L. i s 1  

ic 

summer. Pickerel  are not taken here at all. 

Do not &et the yellow pereh in the g i l l  nets, 

but ccltoh an odd one i n  the herr ing  nets. 
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We have the black bass here, but there are 

very few caumt I: have not  known a cat- 

fish t o  be caught here. I have known stur- 

gaon t o  be can&t here, but there never ha8 

been many caiqht here. We get the lawyer. 

G e t  no sheepshead in the nets, but catch 

them with the hook and l i n e  i n  the river 

here. You can get pike i n  the ~ 3 1 1  nets ~ F O -  

vidine yon set for them,  but they m e  never 

A 

f i sh& Pur here. They occur in  mudfly bottom 

i n  the bay8 around the Little islands. W e  

E& the maskinonge here and eenerally catch 

them with the pike. 

here. l e  est Lot8 of suckers In the white- 

Have no German carp 

fish g i l l  netrr. We get the moon-eye here i n  

deep mter In the whitefish nets .  We Bo not 

get the menominee whitefish here that I know 

of'. no not e;et the yellow f i n  or long-jaw. 

Pound nets are not allowed about here is t h e  

mason they do not fish them. They are a 

IC 



kind of net I ao not know anything about. 

They hnve app l i ed  f o r  licenses hare t o  fish 

thm. Yov could not very well Pist i  them on 

the shore here, but  you could fish them up 

amng the islandg. Those islmds are above 

the  1ndip.n reservation. There are not very 

n ~ n y  fish Uestroyed in the  g i l l  n&s.  If it 

frnppans t o  blow 3 or 4 clays and you Uo not 

g e t  out t o  your nets  perhaps a fm f i s h  

emta;ht t h e  first night m e  not fit to ship ,  

but  m ti m3.e they are: f i t  t o  sa l t .  Here 

you do not get m y  s a i r t l l  whitefish in  the 

Cj3.L nets,  but in Georeian Biy yon will get 

enn11 ones. I think abont 2 potinds is about 

a s  smal l  as I have seen caught in the net. 

Tho sjze of the  m e s h  in the herring g i l l  net 

- 

1 think 38 R U  rieht as it 28.  I think anJr 

hfccer than that you ronld l e t  them throwh 

~ n f  any smaller tfim thrit you muld not 

cntoh them ~t all. 1 bel ieve  if t b e  white- 



e 

t h e y  micht not get as many fisk+ b i r t  might, 

e e t  j u e t  as mucn in weicht, A 2 powid_vfiite- 

- 
h 

fish is a feir fish up in the Crecrcisn BEY, 

but you do not cet any m a l l  one8 here. A 

whitefish wei@ne; 1 113 pounds dresseU 

w m l U  be a nice lump of” a f i s h  for marksf. 

I_ 

They  lose oonsidorable till n z t t i n q  by 

stoms sometimes. The fis.?emen aborit here - 
f l  f 

have no other  occlnpettion except f jsnine.  It 

ttzke8 them a l l  the winter t o  get  tMir out- 

fits ready for t h e  next year. A man who 

fishers here malres a brisiness of it acrP does 
---- 

nothing; else. There is no epeerins done 

here, 8nd f CQ not ‘think it PRS m e r  done 

here, The f i sh  o f f a l  is used for oi 1. Thew 
u_ 

is none of it th rown back i n t o  the l a k e ,  I 

could not say that i t  does m y  Iisrar t o  throw 

it blsck, but the most of t.hc sen  seem t o  

think i t  doed hnrrn. I hcve never seer, much 
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offal tflrvwlr in in my time. 

P. l i t t i e  o i l  Irere fr.om t n a t .  Xt used: t o  bo 

w o r t h  40 cer:ts a g c l l o n ,  but  it is down e 

l i t t l e  now. They uwci to s e l l  some or i t  

hare to the tanneries, b u t  t h e  most, of i t  

goes t o  t he  refizeries mt2 t i l ey  fix it over 

and amke i t  p u r e .  There ~ f i s  been nu trouble 

?‘hey %aka quite 

c 

/ fron? the refuse of s e w  mills lzsre. There w .  
USSC to 52 R fm I J t t l e  mills up at Golden 

V a i l e y ,  and. tile f iahernm use6 to say they 

thought t ! i P t  WRS t a e  reason why the  herring 

did c o t  come i n t o  t h e  b w s .  The tanneries 

kers did h m ~  t c )  the hook an& l i n e  fjshinx - * r””A la t h e  r iver .  They used t o  ca toh  pickere l ,  

Sass fnd p i k e  i r r  the  river,  but. now you can 

harclly get a n y .  I do not think i t  hurt8 the  

lake m y ,  however. The Government h ~ 8  

dredged the hu-oar tiiis ysnr.  One year  they .Cq- * 
took t h e  north.of the  r i v e r  mcl t2mped it in 

as close t o  the shore sm they coil&? g e t  and 
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and t h e  ruck bottom in 10 or- 12 fathom,  ana 

t e  m y  stream. The suckers ce r t a in ly  do- 

gzt  them on t1:o nots  nos. . I do not think we 
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never %seen t h ~ t  -food at8 t h i c k  in t!?e Gear- 

hrps no effect here 88 we hnve no pickerel or 

brssn F j s h i n P .  There are no restrictions but 

% % e  s ize  of t h e  msah m d  the close season in 

Pavmber. I t h i n k  those =strict ions w e  
& 811. r f s h t .  I c?o not. think vov. could Get up 8 

evrsrphodp - f i s h  t h a t  nmts to, I do not 



l fv ln?  at I t ,  1 do not th ink there  woulU be 

m y  dl f f erenae  in the nilmber of people fish- 

in?, 8s they wcrvld not make i t  pay. I ao 

not kRow as I t  won16 h m e  been ar.y b e t t e r  if 

9 

/ v.1 & 
$+here hrrd not been 80 many n e t 8  ffshed In 

t he  beqjnninc. There i a  lots or FOOE in the /vrvN 

t h i n k  if there  were 10 more Piahemen here 

it aovlO meke my ca tch  m y  a n a l l e r .  The riv- 

er i a  fill1 epcrtxh m.d there i a  h ~ . r d l y  room 

for the% in the  harbor, hut  that I s  on ttc- 

xcount of the shellow water. 140 not think 

d- 

o,  

On t h e  Geo?@an Blsg J t  hae bean a failure 

thirs y e w  for the ti if:^, so I have heard. 

The bopt f l shemen  hrclve only mMe an ordina- 
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e;et f a r  enotigh sway nitl i  t h e  s a i l  boats. Xf 

yuu cannot get fish i n  one p l a c e  with a tag, 

you. ~811 go to mott ie r ,  mc~ pzrt:qs tfie p a c e  

you left  in 3 or 4 weeks will b e  jns t  8s. 

goo& as Zhe place g o r ~  went t o  so you can eo 

beck wain, end su on. If Y O U  xant t G  go t o  

fishing was proh ib i t ed ,  it urott3.d p r o b a b l y  

.- 

her for K h l t e f i s l i  or trout at all. Lf the 

close scmsm WITCS extsnded t o  k-,e?iring, it 
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them bere, in flee? w~iter.  T h e  mlnvte they 

a 




